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Risk Assessment
Soft Archery

	Item no.
	Hazard / Risks
	Who Is At Risk
	Risk 
	Control Measures
	Remaining Risk

	

	1.0
	Overshot arrows – bruising/ eye injury
	All
	1
	· Barriers to be used as appropriate.
· Maintain a sensible clear overshoot area. (10-20Mtrs)
· Set up range towards a wall or fence.
	1

	2.0
	Arrow collection – bruising/ eye injury
	All
	1
	· No running in the area
· Ensure all participants have finished shooting before collecting arrows
· Take any un-shot arrows down the range when collecting arrows
	1

	3.0
	Bow string – bruising/ eye injury
	All
	1
	· Long hair tied back
· Loose clothing tucked away
	1

	4.0
	Faulty equipment – bruising/ eye injury
	All
	1
	· All equipment inspected before use
	1

	5.0
	Incorrect technique – bruising/ eye injury
	All
	1
	· Give clear demonstration and instructions
· Ongoing monitoring, coaching and advice 
	1

	6.0
	Stray arrows – bruising/ eye injury
	All
	1
	· Arrows must always be pointed towards the target
· Range must be set up in a direction pointing away from other site users and spectators
	1

	7.0
	Unsupervised access – bruising/ eye injury
	All
	1
	· Responsible person supervising at all times
· Arrows must be removed when unsupervised
	1




Severity Factor and Remaining Risk Assessment
	Level
	Severity Description
	Residual Risk Description

	1
	Very low – i.e. splinters
	Very low, minimal risk, control measures more than adequate

	2
	Minor injury – i.e. cut, grazing
	Low, control measures satisfactory

	3
	Medium injury would stop casualty continuing with activity
	Medium, control measures adequate

	4
	Serious injury requiring medical attention i.e. broken bone, deep cut
	High, control measures need further consideration

	5
	Extremely harmful, very serious injury or fatality
	Very high, intolerable, stop activity





Activity Location:  Mini Crossbows
Assessed By:  George Gordon
Date:  01/04/2026
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