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Risk Assessment
Forest School Area

	Item no.
	Hazard / Risks
	Who Is At Risk
	Risk 
	Control Measures
	Remaining Risk

	

	1.0
	Inadequate Briefing /
Supervision
	Participants
	5
	• Group leader to deliver a safety brief prior to the session, including boundaries, expected behaviour and emergency procedures
• Groups must provide competent adults to supervise throughout and maintain agreed ratios for the age group
• First aid provision available and a means of communication on site (mobile phone or radio)
	2

	2.0
	Slips, Trips and Falls
(uneven ground, mud,
roots)
	Participants
	4
	• Group leader to walk the area before use and highlight any hazards (roots, holes, slippery patches)
• Suitable footwear required; manage running and rough play in muddy areas
• Activities adapted or paused in poor conditions (heavy rain, ice, high winds)
	2

	3.0
	Adverse Weather /
Exposure
	Participants
	4
	• Participants to wear weather-appropriate clothing (waterproofs, layers, sun hats as required)
• Regular drink breaks and access to shelter / calmer activities
• Stop activity if conditions become unsafe (storms, lightning, extreme heat/cold)
	2

	4.0
	Mud Kitchen -
Hygiene / Contamination
	Participants
	3
	• Handwashing / sanitising before and after mud kitchen use
• No eating/drinking in the mud kitchen area; utensils are for play use only
• Clean down surfaces and equipment after sessions; cover and store equipment when not in use
	1

	5.0
	Crafts / Tools
(cuts, punctures)
	Participants
	4
	• Age-appropriate tools only; demonstrate safe use and set clear boundaries for a tool area
• Close supervision for any sharp tools; one-to-one support where required
• Safe storage of tools and materials when not in use
	2

	6.0
	Unauthorised Access /
Wandering
(lost child)
	All
	5
	• Active boundary to be maintained at all times; gates/entrance points kept closed
• Regular headcounts and clear sign-in/sign-out procedures
• An adult positioned to monitor access points during arrival/departure
	2

	7.0
	Allergies, Bites and
Stings / Plants
	Participants
	4
	• Leaders to collect relevant medical information (allergies, asthma, epi-pens) before session
• Check area for wasp nests / hazards; brief participants about nettles, brambles and no picking/eating wild plants
• Tick awareness: advise checks after sessions and provide guidance if required
	2


Severity Factor and Remaining Risk Assessment
	Level
	Severity Description
	Residual Risk Description

	1
	Very low – i.e. splinters
	Very low, minimal risk, control measures more than adequate

	2
	Minor injury – i.e. cut, grazing
	Low, control measures satisfactory

	3
	Medium injury would stop casualty continuing with activity
	Medium, control measures adequate

	4
	Serious injury requiring medical attention i.e. broken bone, deep cut
	High, control measures need further consideration

	5
	Extremely harmful, very serious injury or fatality
	Very high, intolerable, stop activity



Activity Location:  Forest School Area
Assessed By:  George Gordon
Date:  20/01/2026
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